ESAME DI STATO DI ISTRUZIONE SECONDARIA SUPERIORE
Indirizzo: LICEO LINGUISTICO
Tema di: LINGUA INGLESE
SIMULAZIONE

PART 1 - COMPREHENSION AND INTERPRETATION
Read the text below.



Question A
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Not for me the languor and the subtlety I had read about in books. The challenge and the chase. The sword-play, the swift glances the stimulating smile. The art of provocation was unknown to me, and I would sit with his map upon my lap, the wind blowing my dull, lanky hair, happy in his silence yet eager for his words. Whether he talked or not made little difference to my mood. My only enemy was the clock on the dashboard, whose hands would move relentlessly to one o'clock. We drove east, we drove west, amidst the myriad villages that cling like limpets to the Mediterranean shore, and today I remember none of them.
All I remember is the feel of the leather seats, the texture of the map upon my knee, its frayed edges, its worn seams, and how one day, looking at the clock, I thought to myself, 'This moment now, at twenty past eleven, this must never be lost,' and I shut my eyes to make the experience more lasting. When I opened my eyes we were by a bend in the road, and a peasant girl in a black shawl waved to us; I can see her now, her dusty skirt, her gleaming, friendly smile, and in a second we had passed the bend and could see her no more. Already she belonged to the past, she was only a memory.
I wanted to go back again, to recapture the moment that had gone, and then it came to me that if we did it would not be the same, even the sun would be changed in the sky, casting another shadow, and the peasant girl would trudge past us along the road in a different way, not waving this time, perhaps not even seeing us. There was something chilling in the thought, something a little melancholy, and looking at the clock I saw that five more minutes had gone by. Soon we would have reached our time limit, and must return to the hotel.
'If only there could be an invention', I said impulsively, ' that bottled up a memory, like scent. And it never faded, and it never got stale. And then, when one wanted it, the bottle could be uncorked, and it would be like living the moment all over again.' I looked up at him, to see what he would say. He did not turn to me, he went on watching the road ahead.
'What particular moment in your young life do you wish uncorked?' he said. I could not tell from his voice whether he was teasing me or not. 'I'm not sure,' I began, and then blundered on, rather foolishly, not thinking of my words, 'I'd like to keep this moment and never forget it.'
'Is that meant to be a compliment to the day, or to my driving?' he said, and as he laughed, like a mocking brother, I became silent, overwhelmed suddenly by the great gulf between us, and how his very kindness to me widened it.
I knew then that I would never tell Mrs. Van Hopper about these morning expeditions, for her smile would hurt me as his laugh had done. She would not be angry, nor would she be shocked; she would raise her eyebrows very faintly as though she did not altogether believe my story, and then with a tolerant shrug of the shoulder she would say, 'My dear child, it's extremely sweet and kind of him to take you driving; the only thing is – are you sure it does not bore him dreadfully?' And then she would send me out to buy Taxol, patting me on the shoulder. What degradation lay in being young, I thought, and fell to tearing my nails.
'I wish,' l said savagely, still mindful of his laugh and throwing discretion to the wind, 'I wish I was a woman of about thirty-six dressed in black satin with a string of pearls.'
'You would not be in this car with me if you were,' he said; 'and stop biting those nails, they are ugly enough already.'
'You'll think me impertinent and rude I dare say,' I went on, 'but I would like to know why you ask me to come out in the car, day after day. You are being kind, that's obvious, but why do you choose me for your charity?"
I sat up stiff and straight in my seat and with all the poor pomposity of youth.
'I ask you', he said gravely, 'because you are not dressed in black satin, with a string of pearls, nor are you thirty-six.

[773 words]
Daphne Du Maurier, Rebecca (1938)

Answer the questions below. Use complete sentences and your own words.
1) What is the protagonist doing?
2) Why is the clock her enemy (lines 4-5)?
3) What is her attitude towards time and memories?
4) How old do you think she is? Justify your answer with reference to the text. 
5) Explain her feelings.

Read the following statements and say whether each one is True (T) or False (F). Put a cross in the correct box and quote the first four words of the sentence where the piece of information is found.
6) The protagonist has a seductive attitude.				T  [ ]		F  [ ]
7) She’s sure the man is making fun of her.				T  [ ]		F  [ ]
8) Mrs Van Hopper doesn’t know about their excursions.		T  [ ]		F  [ ]
9) She is hurt by his laugh.						T  [ ]		F  [ ]

Question B

Read the text below.


Microplastics have been found in freshly fallen snow in Antarctica for the first time, which could accelerate snow and ice melting and pose a threat to the health of the continent’s unique ecosystems.
The tiny plastics – smaller than a grain of rice - have previously been found in Antarctic sea ice and surface water but this is the first time it has been reported in fresh snowfall, the researchers say.
The research, conducted by University of Canterbury PhD student, Alex Aves, and supervised by Dr Laura Revell has been published in the scientific journal The Cryosphere. […]
Plastic pollution has been found from the summit of Mount Everest to the depths of the oceans. People are known to inadvertently eat and breathe microplastics and another recent study found that the particles cause damage to human cells. A study last year found that airborne microplastics are “spiraling around the globe”. […]
There were 13 different types of plastic found, with the most common being PET – the plastic commonly used to make soft drink bottles and clothing.
Atmospheric modelling suggested they may have travelled thousands of kilometres through the air, however it is equally likely the presence of humans in Antarctica has established a microplastic ‘footprint’, Revell said. […]
Revell’s prior research has shown that microplastics in the atmosphere can trap radiation emitted by the Earth and contribute to climate change. Dark microplastics in icy surfaces could absorb sunlight and lead to localised warming, she said. The plastics can also be toxic for animals and plant life.
“We’re still learning a lot about the impacts, but from what we know so far, it’s not very good.”


[274 words]
The Guardian, May 2022

Answer the questions below. Use complete sentences and your own words.
1) What has recently been discovered?
2) What other examples of microplastic pollution are mentioned in the text? 
3) What is the source of microplastic pollution in Antarctica, according to the article? 
4) What are the consequences of microplastic pollution? 

Read the following statements and say whether each one is True (T) or False (F). Put a cross in the correct box.
5) Microplastics had never previously been found in Antarctica. 		T  [ ]		F  [ ]
6) Different kinds of PET were found in Antarctica.			T  [ ]		F  [ ]


PART 2 – WRITTEN PRODUCTION

Complete both Task A and Task B.

Task A

“Memories warm you up from the inside. But they also tear you apart.”
Haruki Murakami

Discuss the quotation in a 300-word essay. Support your ideas by referring to your readings and your personal experience. 

Task B

You see this announcement in the English-language magazine of your school.

	My role model
Is there someone who inspires you? Tell us who they are and why they are an example for you. 
The best articles will appear in our magazine.



Write a 300-word article.


Per lo svolgimento della prova è consentito l’uso del dizionario monolingue e/o bilingue.
Durata della prova sei ore.


Answer keys
Part 1
Question A
1) She is in the passenger seat of a car, with an old map resting on her lap (ll. 8,9). The driver, is taking her on a tour among some Mediterranean villages by the sea (ll. 5-7).
2) The clock is her enemy because it shows her the inexorable passing of time (l. 5). She knows that at one o’clock they will have to head back to the hotel (ll. 19-20).
3) She would like to stop the passing of time and keep those moments in the car forever (ll. 9-10). But she knows that it’s impossible to do that. As soon as one experience is over, that moment is a past moment and you cannot live it again in the same way: even if you managed, it would be different (ll. 10-17). She finds this idea both frightening and melancholic (ll. 18-19). She wishes she could be able to trap a memory, to hold it as if it were perfume in a bottle, so that she could open it and live it again when she felt like it (ll. 21-23).  
4) When the man, who is older, speaks to her he mentions “your young life” (l. 25), while she imagines Mrs Van Hopper addressing her as “my dear child” (l. 34). She herself refers to her condition as “being young” (ll. 36-37) and cites “youth” (l 45). Considering that, in her desire to be older, she’d like to be thirty-six (l. 39), she is probably in her early teenage years. Old enough to be attracted by the other sex but innocent enough not to know how to go along with it.
5) She is clearly attracted by the man who is driving the car and she would like to make the moment last forever (l. 27) and never to get back to her routine (cfr. her hate of the clock). At the same time, she clearly says that she ignores everything about romance and seduction, which don’t suit her (ll. 1-2). She is also conscious of the fact that the man’s interest in her is far from romantic (“laughed like a mocking brother” ll. 28-29) because she is too young. Even Mrs Van Hopper, who doesn’t know about these daily escapades, would just smile about them for the same reason, without finding them dangerous in any way (ll. 31-35). She suffers because of this and would like to be older and more interesting (ll. 38-39).
6) False (ll. 1-2 “Not for me the languor and the subtlety I had read about in books. The challenge and the chase. The sword-play, the swift glances the stimulating smile. The art of provocation was unknown to me”)
7) False (ll. 25-26 “I could not tell from his voice whether he was teasing me or not.”)
8) True (l. 31 “I knew then that I would never tell Mrs. Van Hopper about these morning expeditions”)
9) True (l. 32 “her smile would hurt me as his laugh had done”)

Question B
1) Microplastics have been discovered in snow which has recently fallen in Antarctica. This had never happened before (l. 1).
2) Microplastics have been found in ice and water on the surface of the Antarctic sea (ll. 4,5), but also on the top of Mount Everest and at the bottom of oceans (l. 8). Moreover, they are also found in the air we breathe and in the food we eat (l. 9).
3) The source of microplastic pollution is not certain. They might have been airborne for thousands of kilometres but they could as well have been brought there by men when they reached Antarctica (ll. 14-16). 
4) There are several negative consequences. First of all, they make snow and ice melt faster (l. 2) and they represent a menace for the environment in Antarctica (l. 2). They are also responsible for climate change, because they absorb radiation from the earth, while the dark microplastics on ice take in the light from the sun and cause the surface to warm up (ll. 17-19). Furthermore, they end up being toxic for fauna and flora (l. 19). 
5) True (l. 1 “Microplastics have been found in freshly fallen snow in Antarctica for the first time”)
6) False (l. 12 “There were 13 different types of plastic found, with the most common being PET”)

Part 2
Answers to the questions are personal. The following elements must be considered when evaluating the written production:
1. The content must be relevant to the task. 
2. All the task assignments must be properly developed (for example, in Task A, references to both readings and personal experience must be present).
3. The target reader must be addressed with an appropriate language and register.
4. The text must be correctly organized (division into paragraphs, use of linking words and other cohesive patterns and devices).
5. Vocabulary range must be appropriate and include the use of synonyms, avoiding repetitions.
6. Students must show control of tenses and grammatical forms. Errors must not impede communication.
7. Communicative achievement must be evaluated with reference to the student’s ability to hold the reader’s attention and communicate ideas, including more complex ones.
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  drove east, we drove west, amidst the myriad villages that cling like limpets to the Mediterranean  shore, and today I remember none of them.   All I remember is the feel of the leather seats, the texture of the map upon my knee, its frayed  edges, its worn seams, and how one day, looking at the clock, I thought to myself, 'This moment  now, at twenty past eleven, this must never be lost,' and I shu t my eyes to make the experience more 
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  lasting. When I opened my eyes we were by a bend in the road, and a peasant girl in a black shawl  waved to us; I can see her now, her dusty skirt, her gleaming, friendly smile, and in a second we had  passed the bend and could see her no more. Already she b elonged to the past, she was only a  memory.   I wanted to go back again, to recapture the moment that had gone, and then it came to me that if we 
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  did it would not be the same, even the sun would be changed in the sky, casting another shadow,  and the peasant girl would trudge past us along the road in a different way, not waving this time,  perhaps not even seeing us. There was something chilling in t he thought, something a little  melancholy, and looking at the clock I saw that five more minutes had gone by. Soon we would  have reached our time limit, and must return to the hotel.  

20

  'If only there could be an invention', I said impulsively, ' that bottled up a memory, like scent. And  it never faded, and it never got stale. And then, when one wanted it, the bottle could be uncorked,  and it would be like living the moment all over again .' I looked up at him, to see what he would say.  He did not turn to me, he went on watching the road ahead.   'What particular moment in your young life do you wish uncorked?' he said. I could not tell from his 
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  voice whether he was teasing me or not. 'I'm not sure,' I began, and then blundered on, rather  foolishly, not thinking of my words, 'I'd like to keep this moment and never forget it.'   'Is that meant to be a compliment to the day, or to my driving?' he said, and as he laughed, like a  mocking brother, I became silent, overwhelmed suddenly by the great gulf between us, and how his  very kindness to me widened it.  
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  I knew then that I would never tell Mrs. Van Hopper about these morning expeditions, for her smile  would hurt me as his laugh had done. She would not be angry, nor would she be shocked; she  would raise her eyebrows very faintly as though she did not altoge ther believe my story, and then  with a tolerant shrug of the shoulder she would say, 'My dear child, it's extremely sweet and kind of  him to take you driving; the only thing is  –   are you sure it does not bore him dreadfully?' And then 
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